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The Puritans had to retire from the Confer-
ence utterly disappointed. Its practical re-
sults were the completion of the Church
Catechism by the questions and answers on
the Sacraments, and the Authorized Version
of the Bible, work on which was at once begun.
These were uncontroversial topics on which
both parties were agreed!

The chief contrast between the policy of
James and that of Elizabeth was that the
former trusted the heads of the Church. He
allowed self-government, and especially he
sanctioned the passing of a code of laws for
the Church, which hitherto had lived since
Henry's day under a confused system, partly
statutory, partly drawn from canons which
retained their force as not being contrary
to legislation, partly consisting of royal or
episcopal injunctions and advertisements,
the coercive authority of which was doubtful.
James decided to remedy this confusion.
But there was the grave practical difficulty
that from Henry VIII. onwards the official
doctrine had been that in ecclesiastical mat-
ters, affecting laity as well as clergy, the
legislative power lay with the Convocations
(i.e., in practice with that of Canterbury)
subject only to the royal assent. Canons
so confirmed were as valid as Acts of Parlia-